Lust Beyond the “Wall”: Sexuality and Subjectivity in Female-Oriented
Erotic Fictions —— A Case Study of PO18
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Female-oriented erotic fiction, known as “written by women for women”, has a
large audience of readers as the market for women’s online literature expands, but
“exiled” to foreign websites under China’s strict censorship system. Different from
traditional male-oriented erotica, the female-oriented aims to focus on women’s
sexual pleasure and show unique female perspectives. However, most of the current
academic discussions on erotic fiction still oversimplify them as consumer goods and

lack the exploration of readers’ subjectivity, especially for the Female-oriented ones.



In addition, since China’s current research on women’s works mainly follows the
Western theoretical framework, without enough discussion on China’s
thousand-year-old sexual culture and unique censorship mechanism in the research,
the rebelliousness of women’s erotic fiction in China is often greatly weakened.
Therefore, this paper selects PO18, one of the most popular Chinese erotic fiction
platforms, as the object, hoping to explore female subjectivity by discussing the
writing background, production and consumption situation, and the implicative desire

of the female-oriented erotic fiction in China.
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